
GRAIN QUALITY is likely to have been
affected by bad weather during the 
harvest .

Pig producers are urged to be extra
vigilant to ensure the quality of cereal
grains going into feed is maintained so
pig health, feed intake and performance
do not suffer.

The wet weather has delayed harvest
and also led to high grain moisture 
content, which increases the risk of
mycotoxin development during storage. 

Proper grain storage is the key. HGCA
has urged growers to focus on well-
established basics of drying and cooling.

HGCA Assistant Director of Research
and Development, Dr Roger Williams
said: “It is vital to dry the grain to below
18% moisture content as quickly as 
possible, then continue drying to 14.5%
or below.  

“Failure to do so will increase the risk
of the mycotoxin ochratoxin A forming in
stored grain. Subsequent cooling as
quickly as possible is important to stop
insects breeding.”

Work done by the VLA led Stan Done
and Andrew Gresham to conclude that
mycotoxicosis and particularly ochratox-

icosis may be, at least in part, a factor in
the development of PMWS and PDNS. 

Ergot is another watch point. MLC Pig
Technical Manager, Dr Pinder Gill, said:
“Depending on the level of contamin-
ation, ergot in feed grain will result in a
serious reduction in intake, or even 
outright refusal of feed in young growing
pigs, causing a marked growth check”.

MLC Senior Pig Scientist, Dr Jayne
Thompson said: “The MLC welcomed the
opportunity of working with the HGCA,
on behalf of BPEX, to provide practical
guidance for UK pig producers.

“We are grateful to the HGCA for the
information which will prove useful to
producers in managing problems that
could arise in the coming months, partic-
ularly if they grow their own cereals”.

Guidance on the best methods of 
drying, cooling and storing grain is 
provided by HGCA in their Grain Storage
Guide and Topic Sheet No. 78, together
with other practical information at
www.hgca.com. 

Further information more specifically
for pig producers will soon be available
on www.bpex.org.uk and www.stotfold
pigs.co.uk. 
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To find out more go to www.bpex.org.uk; www.stotfoldpigs.co.uk or contact Dr
Jayne Thompson 01908 844243 or email her, jayne_thompson@mlc.org.uk. 

Pig producers must be
on their guard

DIARY DATES
Representatives from BPEX and MLC
will be on hand at a range of industry
events this coming Autumn/Winter period
to provide information and technical sup-
port for UK pig producers.  
The events include:
Oct 12 – NPA/BPEX East Anglia meet-
ing at Manns of Saxham, Bury St

Edmunds; 5.30-6.30pm surgeries; 6.30-
8.30pm meeting; 8.30-9.30pm refresh-
ments and surgeries
Oct 20 – NPA/BPEX North East meet-
ing at Askham Bryant College, York.
Provisionally: 2pm-6.30pm surgeries;
refreshments 6.30pm; meeting 7-9pm 
Nov 2 – NPA/BPEX South East/Central
meeting at Newbury Rugby Club; 5.30-
6.30pm surgeries and refreshments;
6.30-8.30PM meeting

Nov 3 – NPA/BPEX West Midlands
meeting at Harper Adams, 7.30-9.30pm
Nov 4 – Society of Feed Technologists
‘Nutrition and Management for Improving
Pig Health’ conference at Windmill
Village Hotel, Coventry (new information
from the Finishing Pigs Systems
Research programme will be presented)
For more information contact Dr Jayne
Thompson, your BPEX regional manag-
er, or your local NPA representative.

1) PINK GRAIN: associated with Fusarium,
although there are other causes that may
affect feed quality. Where pink grain is caused
by Fusarium, mycotoxins may be produced
(HGCA surveys show levels rarely exceed 
proposed limits)
2) MOULDY
GRAIN: appears
dull and weath-
ered, and may
impair quality.
The dullness
results from
moulds or spores
that present an
unacceptable risk
of mycotoxin 
formation. 
3) ERGOT (hard
purple-black
‘sclerotia’ can be
seen in the grain
up to 2cm long,
distinguishable
from rodent
droppings by
grey/white
insides): toxic to
man and animals,
particularly pigs,
and is unaccept-
able.  
Animal symptoms:
An unexpected and marked level of feed
refusal may be associated with poor drying
practices and grain contamination.
Pigs (and other livestock) fed grain contami-
nated with ergot can show symptoms includ-
ing gangrene, abortion, failure to lactate and
possible death. A resurgence of PMWS-related
problems may be associated with mycotoxico-
sis that could result from fungal and mycotox-
in contamination of grain used in pig feed.

ACTION POINTS
Ensure grain and feed storage areas are
clean and free from dust and residues.

Ensure grain is dried to below 18%
moisture content after harvest and less
than 14.5% for longer-term storage.

Do not buy in or accept grain 
contaminated with more than the AIC
standard of 0.001% ergot by weight for
feed grain - Ergot contaminated grain

can be cleaned but it is a slow and cost-
ly process, and there is no treatment
that can be applied post-harvest to
destroy the ergots.

Do not mix grain suspected of 
contamination with clean grain in order
to reduce mycotoxin or ergot levels.

Do not feed grain suspected of myco-
toxin or ergot contamination to live-
stock. If in doubt, test the grain.

What to look for
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